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which was, he said, his maximum price to contributors.     Later   on,  in March,  1846,  Girardin despatched another message to  complain of the delay in continuing " Les Paysans," and in this he remarked with bitter emphasis that as La Prcsse paid so highly for what was published in her pages, she had at least the right of objecting to being treated lightly.     Balzac  replied  on  March 16th, 1846, that he  was   the one who   ought to bear malice, as Dujarier had  upset  his  arrangements by interrupting the publication of " Les Paysans " to substitute " La Heine Margot," by Dumas, and that now his brain required rest, and that he was starting that very day for a month's holiday in Rome. If Balzac had remained in France it is doubtful whether he would have written much, as he had been in a miserably unsettled state all the winter of 1845 to 1846.    His health was bad: he mentions continual colds and neuralgia, and on one occasion remarks that  owing to   complete  exhaustion he has   slept   all   through  the   day.      Besides this, his   suspense  about   Madame   Hanska's ultimate decision   made   him   absolutely  wretched.     He writes to her on December 17th, 1845 : " Nothing amuses me, nothing distracts me, nothing animates me;   it   is   the   death  of  the   soul,   the   death of   the    will,    the    weakening    of   the    whole being;   I feel that I can only take up my work again   when   I   see   my   life   determined,   fixed, arranged." *    Later on in the same letter he says :
* " Correspondance/' vol. ii. p. 200.     18eon Gozlan.
